310            GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
opinion in Germany. Nationalists in both countries who had
outgrown the idea of German claims to hegemony began
increasingly to accept the general principle of federalism, as an
alternative to the unsatisfactory idea of "national democracy"
of Western Europe. To recall this is to realize the depth of the
fall to the brutal operations of National Socialism. The solu-
tions which the National Socialists claim to have achieved, or
to intend to achieve, have nothing to do with the vital needs
of the nation, even if their economic penetration of the South-
east of Europe succeeds.
The purpose that took Geimany eastward was not merely
economic, merely a question of markets and raw material
sources. Here lay a political mission of a European order of
which Germany was at all times conscious. Here the'soil was
prepared for the elaboration of supernational ideas. East of
the Rhine no nation has ripened into a historic State. When
the doctrine of nationality emerged in the nineteenth century,
no State in this region, apart from Switzerland, was so well
established as to withstand the assault of revolutionism. Not
even the rigidly organized Prussian State was able to stand
against the principle of nationality. The historic meaning of
Bismarck's foundation of the German Empire was the absorp-
tion of the supernational, superdenominational Prussian State
into a German national State which accepted the Prussian
forms. In the Habsburg monarchy the idea of the State was
too ill-represented and too little accepted to enable that State
to be established on firm foundations with the aid of the
federative principle, whether the national principle were
ignored or incorporated. The historic forces of State-formation
have had no more than intermittent play in the East. And it
is now too late in this whole region for any supernational State-
formation of the type that built up the great States of the West
of Europe in the seventeenth century. The national States have
ripened into permanence. It is necessary, therefore, to find